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MINUTE ORDER 18

Re-opening of Hearing for Limited Purposes

The Hearings Officer is directed to reopen the hearing to address A&B's decision of
January 6, 2016 to change HC&S's business operations from farming sugar to a diversified
agricultural model. The Hearings Officer shall determine what additional evidence will be
submitted.

HCA&S states that the short-term impact will be a significant reduction in its use of East
Maui surface water and that in the long-term, A&B's vision is to keep the land in agriculture
through a patchwork of compatible diversified agricultural activities, some farmed by HC&S,
some farmed by others. While these and other new projects are still in their planning or trial
stages, A&B anticipates needing significantly less water than the present. However, as A&B's
trial projects prove viable, leading to an expansion of its agricultural activity, its water needs will
increase to support diversified agriculture across the plantation, but most likely less than A&B
consumes today. Hawaii Commercial and Sugar Company's Exceptions to Hearings Officer’s
Proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, & Decision and Order, February 29, 2016, pp.
2-3.

Such additional evidence should lead to: 1) revision of the Hearings Officer's findings of
fact on offstream uses; 2) rebalancing of instream versus noninstream uses; and 3) reassessment
of the Hearings Officer's current proposed amendments to the interim instream flow standards.

Following the hearing, the parties will have the opportunity to file their Proposed FOF,
COL, and D&O with the Hearings Officer, and after the Hearings Officer submits his revised
Proposed FOF, COL, and D&O to the Commission, the parties will again have the opportunity to
file written exceptions and present oral testimony at a hearing held by the Commission. The



exceptions filed by the parties on February 29, 2016, shall be incorporated by reference in such
future exceptions.

DATED: Honolulu, Hawai'i March 10, 2016
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SUZANNE D. CASE
Presiding Officer
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